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* A continuation of current climate trends (rainfall, max temperature)
may result greater enterprise vulnerability.

+ Given the difficulties in ensuring appropriate levels of adaptation,

planning is required well ahead of these changes. ¢
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Australian Wheat Yield for CO2 levels of 700 ppm and
a Range of Changes in Temperature and Rainfall
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Yield response is shown for rainfall changes
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Possible On-Farm Adaptation,

1 * Improve efficiency of water distribution systems:
* reduce leakage and evaporation
i * Improve irrigation practices, and

* moisture monitoring, soil definition

* Learning from farmers in currently more marginal areas.

+ Selection of varieties with appropriate thermal time and
vernalisation requirements:
i * heat shock resistance,

 drought tolerance,

| * high protein levels,
* resistance to new pests and diseases and

* perhaps that set flowers in hot/windy conditions

» Use of tools/training to access/interpret climate data and
alternative management options (e.g. Yield Prophet)
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» What crops to grow? Do | change my enterprise mix?

» Water priorities?
* Invest in high efficiency irrigation methods?

I * Irrigation strategies & triggers?
* Do | partially water the whole farm, or focus down for intensive

irrigation?
* Do | manage a dryland operation and plan to sell my water?

* Must be many more ideas, both wild and conservative....
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